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Interest in the Senior School continues to grow. This is refl ected in increased student numbers, of which one third are girls. 
This is a great endorsement of all the staff and indeed of the quality of the all-round education we offer. Although we are 
now larger than in previous years we pride ourselves on maintaining a friendly community where all students are known to 
staff. We can expect this growth to continue as over 350 potential candidates recently sat our 11+ and 13+ tests, looking to 
join the School in September.

It has certainly been a busy start to the year in which, as well as the usual timetable, we have been able to fi t in a whole 
School photograph, something which takes place every four years, as well as a Biennial CCF Inspection.

The House Music Competition continues to be one of the highlights of the Christmas Term. Involving every single pupil in 
the Senior School, it will be one of the fi rst memories that pupils form at Aldenham as they perform on stage in front of parents, 
staff and their peers. The excitement and enjoyment that this event generates is immense as they proudly bond with others in 
their House and across the School. 

Educational trips are a great way to improve knowledge and understanding of a subject. Recent trips undertaken by our 
students include a Drama visit to New York, History and Politics visit to Washington, the classicists’ time spent in Greece and 
a Geography expedition to Iceland. You can read more about these in this edition. Our hockey and cricket players are no doubt 
reaping the benefi ts of their current tour to South Africa which will be featured in the next issue. Other upcoming trips over half 
term include the senior and junior ski trips to Canon, USA and Austria respectively. It’s certainly a busy and exciting schedule 
for everyone.

Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing many parents and prospective families at forthcoming 
school events and sports fi xtures. We anticipate lots of parents will join us at the Burton Albion grounds in March to cheer on 
our U13 footballers in the national ISFA fi nals.

I very much look forward to the challenges and rewards of another academic year and hope that this newsletter will keep you 
informed of many of our successes.
 Andy Williams
Head of Aldenham Senior School

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD



120 Sixth Form students were lucky enough to enjoy 
another splendid evening at our annual Sixth Form 
Dinner. This year the theme was Queen Elizabeth I; 
superb props (including a throne, a brass cannon and 
even some Elizabethan costumes) arranged by the 
enormously creative Mr Stewart, helped to make the 
evening as atmospheric as ever. There was an excellent 
speech by Dr Fowler, wife of the Headmaster, who told 
the students how lucky they were to be equipped with 

SIXTH FORM DINNER

the inimitable Aldenham ‘gift of the gab’. This was 
followed by some highly entertaining speeches from 
our Head Boy and Head Girl. The food was superb 
and the evening provided a wonderful opportunity for 
our new students to bond with one another and with 
those who have been here far longer. Many thanks to 
everyone who helped to organise this wonderful event, 
which is a treasured Aldenham tradition. 

As part of our Holocaust Memorial Day 
commemorations, Aldenham hosted a group of 
students and teachers from Immanuel College, some 
of whom had travelled to Rwanda last summer to learn 
about the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi.

We were also honoured to welcome Chantal 
Uwamahoro who told her story of living through 
the genocide. Our students engaged in some lively 
discussions and listened attentively to Chantal’s 
profoundly moving and shocking story. Chantal 
commented that it had been a ‘privilege’ to talk to 
them and that she was ‘really impressed with how 
they handled [listening to her story] and the questions 
they asked’.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
COMMEMORATIONS



The stimulus for this year’s Martineau’s House Drama 
competition was ‘Big Questions’. At the end of a busy 
day of rehearsals, sorting costumes and props for their 
plays, it was time for all eight Houses to take to the 
stage in a crowded School Theatre. 

First up was Beck House with their play How 
will Humans be Remembered? This brave piece was 
judged to be the best production of the competition for 
its good unison, use of stage, and voiceovers. Griffin 
was next with What are the biggest regrets we will 
have about the 21st Century? which had comedic 
moments and related the story well. Foster’s If you 
could send a message to the entire world, what would 
it say? conveyed a strong moral message with good 
technique. What will the last note written by a human 
actually say? by Elliott conveyed another important 
message about sharing, with good unison movement 
throughout. Neale also delivered a moral message in 
their production of What would you do differently if 
you had all the money in the world? showing great use 
of lifts. Collier was another House which demonstrated 
effective use of lifts and levels throughout in What 
do you wish you had been taught earlier? The moral 
message in the Mason play How has technology 
affected us? had good use of technique, lifts and time 
changes with costumes. The final play, by Swayne: 
What should we do to save our planet? showed good 
use of technique and unity. 

A big THANK YOU to all the tutors, the Drama 
department and the student helpers throughout the 
day, especially the Drama Captains for their excellent 
adjudication - Jolie Slater, Sarah McMahon and 
Emma Gillespie. 

MARTINEAU’S DRAMA COMPETITION

Charlie Reid in Swayne won the Best Actor award.

VISIT TO NEW YORK

Over half-term, 34 GCSE Drama students spent an 
action-packed week in the Big Apple. From the moment 
they arrived in Times Square, they were immersed in 
the glitz, glamour and realities of theatre. First visit was 
to the Pekoe Group, the leading Broadway advertising 
agency, who showed ways of generating advertising 
concepts to sell a theatre show. Then followed visits to 
watch four contrasting Broadway shows which included 
Darren Brown’s The Secret and Moulin Rouge. In the 
following days the students met with casting agents and 
actors who shared inside industry advice, and the theatre 
practitioner Lola Cohan. 

 The final day was spent visiting the sites and 
monuments of New York, hopping on the Statue of 
Liberty Cruise and paying their respects at the original 
site of the Twin Towers. Seeing the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum was a particularly moving experience for 
all students and staff. The ‘room of phone calls’ and 
the photographs of those whose lives were lost will 
remain ingrained in everyone’s memory. 

DRAMA



To everyone’s delight there was another opportunity to see the production on the Aldenham stage.

Aldenham’s first entry in the Shakespeare Schools 
Festival (SSF) saw 23 of our Year 7 and 8 pupils 
perform a compelling performance of William 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet in a night to give 
confidence and self-esteem to last a lifetime. The 
Aldenham performance drew its inspiration from the 
violence on the streets of London. 

SHAKESPEARE SCHOOLS FESTIVAL
The performance was a huge success with the 

adjudicator on the night commenting: “A powerful, 
pulsating, edgy, contemporary opening … dynamic 
physical action and voiceover combined to signal a bold, 
fresh, relevant telling of this timeless tale. Characters 
were strong, truthful and energised throughout. This was 
a terrific tragedy of Romeo and Juliet.”

Zane Hart and Ellie Gurner as Romeo and Juliet 
held the piece together with their emotional and mature 
interpretations of the famous lovers. In constant conflict 
with the love story was the violence and aggression 
on the streets of London, driven by Grace Freeman 
whose performance as Tybalt revealed the heartless 
and callous nature of this character contrasting with 
Cameron Mahon’s helpless and vulnerable Benvolio. 
Grace’s intensity was matched in the Montague family 
by Charlie Reid as Mercutio. This performance had the 
audience laughing one minute and in shock the next, as 
this tragic hero fell victim to his own impulsivity. 

At the heart of this production was a true ensemble 
feel, with the whole cast moving between scenes and 
moments of physical theatre with ease and purpose. 
Huge thanks to those who supported this production, 
allowing it to be such a successful first Martineau’s 
show of the year. Particular thanks must go to Oliver 
Newland, Cole Newton and Mr Stacey for their 
outstanding technical work; they ensured that the 
audience were placed at the heart of the action from the 
first moments of the play. 

Over half-term, 34 GCSE Drama students spent an 
action-packed week in the Big Apple. From the moment 
they arrived in Times Square, they were immersed in 
the glitz, glamour and realities of theatre. First visit was 
to the Pekoe Group, the leading Broadway advertising 
agency, who showed ways of generating advertising 
concepts to sell a theatre show. Then followed visits to 
watch four contrasting Broadway shows which included 
Darren Brown’s The Secret and Moulin Rouge. In the 
following days the students met with casting agents and 
actors who shared inside industry advice, and the theatre 
practitioner Lola Cohan. 

 The final day was spent visiting the sites and 
monuments of New York, hopping on the Statue of 
Liberty Cruise and paying their respects at the original 
site of the Twin Towers. Seeing the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum was a particularly moving experience for 
all students and staff. The ‘room of phone calls’ and 
the photographs of those whose lives were lost will 
remain ingrained in everyone’s memory. 



A beautiful service of lessons and carols was enjoyed by 
students, parents, staff and friends at St Albans Abbey. 
The service started with the traditional Once in Royal 
David’s City with the first verse sung a cappella by 
Emilie Geissmar-Wagstaff and Dinah Styles Vickery.
Martineau’s Choir performed lively versions of 
Personent Hodie and The Zither Carol. The Boys’ 
Choir performed a rousing a cappella version of 
Gaudete and the Senior Choir sang a variety of carols 
including See Amid the Winter’s Snow and We Wish 
you a Merry Christmas.

A triumphant brass fanfare led the congregation 
into the final carol O Come All Ye Faithful concluding 
another memorable service.

CAROL SERVICE AT  
ST ALBANS ABBEY

CCF

Squadron Leader Coupland, 2i/c RAF CCF at RAF 
Cranwell inspected the Aldenham and Queens’ School 
cadets. Following the parade, the Squadron Leader 
spent time speaking with every single cadet before 
joining in a group photograph.

A carousel of activities followed the lunch: 
shooting, navigation lessons led by RAF cadets, a visit 
to the flight simulator and a field craft lesson led by 
the army section. Parents, staff and cadets assembled 
on Top Field at the end of the afternoon for the set 
piece - a demonstration of a compound clearance with 
medical evacuation.

At Final Parade, the Squadron Leader congratulated 
the strength of the unit and the enthusiasm of the cadets 
and staff. The report that followed showed that the unit 
had passed the inspection with flying colours!



ALDENHAM SCHOOL REMEMBERS

Aldenham School was well represented at the 
Remembrance Sunday service on the green in 
Letchmore Heath, led by The Revd Robert Fletcher, 
Vicar of Aldenham Church. The Headmasters from 
both Aldenham School and Edge Grove, Mr James 
Fowler and Mr Ben Evans, contributed readings, while 
our School Chaplain, The Revd Jos Perris, led the 
prayers alongside representatives from Bhaktivedanta 

Manor and the local Jewish Synagogue. The music was 
led by the Aldenham School Brass Band conducted by 
Mr John Rayfield, Teacher of Music. On a fine Sunday 
morning the cadets from Aldenham and Queens’ 
School CCF looked splendid as they paraded alongside 
a lone piper. Among the many wreaths that were laid 
was one from a local parent who lost their stepson - a 
VC medal recipient - in Afghanistan.

Head Girl Jemima Wax, Headmaster Mr James Fowler and Head of Senior School Mr Andy Williams lay a wreath at the Letchmore Heath Cenotaph on 
Remembrance Sunday.

We held our own Remembrance Day Service in School 
to honour and remember all those who had died, 
especially remembering the 288 OAs who lost their 
lives in both World Wars. On the way to the chapel 
everyone walked through a tunnel of flags which 
were later placed on the altar, representing around 50 
countries with affiliations with our pupils and staff. 
Aldenham CCF were on parade, setting the scene 
beautifully for the service that followed.  

The Bible reading, undertaken by our Junior Head 
Boy and Head Girl, Leo Goldschmied and Hannah 
Cushion, was followed by a poem written by OA Jim 
Cockburn (SHE 1957-61) read by Mrs Ann Saffery 
(Development and OA Manager). Revd Philip Green 
preached about the importance of gratitude and peace 
reminding us that it starts with us. The names of the 
dead from 1918-1919 and 1939-1940 were read out 
and wreaths were laid. The whole School declared its 
commitment to peace as the CCF led everyone out as 
the chapel bells tolled, one for each member of the OA 
community who died.



HUSTINGS AT ALDENHAM MOCK ELECTIONS  
AT ALDENHAM

ELECTION FEVER

It was a perfect chance to enhance democratic and 
political engagement as we hosted a hustings by three 
local parliamentary candidates from Hertsmere in the 
run up to the General Election. 

Presenting their arguments to the student and 
staff body and stating why they should be elected in 
Hertsmere were Oliver Dowden from the Conservative 
Party, Holly Kal-Weiss from the Labour Party and 
Stephen Barrett from the Liberal Democrats. They 
passionately put forward their answers to questions on 
issues such as the environment, the role of independent 
schools, and of course Brexit.

The History and Politics department took 20 students 
away for a History and Politics trip where they visited 
the WW2, Korean War, Vietnam War, Lincoln, Martin 
Luther King and Roosevelt memorials. They also had 
a tour of Congress and Arlington Cemetery, as well as 
a visit to the National Archives and National Museum 
of History. 

Climbing the Washington Monument, the group had 
an amazing view over Washington. In order to soak in 
as much culture as they could, they visited Georgetown, 
Du Pont and even managed some free time at a mall. 

A great amount was fitted into a short space of time 
and students will have many lasting memories.

The last few days of the Aldenham Mock Election 
campaign saw a surge in the canvassing and 
campaigning activities of the pupil candidates and their 
teams. Coupled with the commitment of the pupils to 
participate, the result was an excellent turnout of over 
72%. The aim of the proceedings was, inter alia, to 
give pupils an insight into the activities and procedures 
surrounding an election so that they would be able, in 
due course, to play a full and active part in civil society. 
Masterminded by Mr Ford, a long-standing member 
of staff, the exercise was an excellent replication of 
polling stations and the election process up and down 
the country.

HISTORIANS IN WASHINGTON



The Classics department travelled to Athens and the 
Peloponnese with 36 pupils to explore the ancient sites 
of Greece during October half term. The first two days 
were spent exploring Athens; this started with a visit to 
the impressive new Parthenon Museum. Pupils learned 
about the Parthenon sculptures before walking to the 
Acropolis to see the Parthenon itself, the Erectheum 

On the first night of their epic trip to Iceland the 39 GCSE Geography students were thrilled 
to see the famous northern lights. Kristian Bergene-Gray described the four days spent in 
this geology paradise as ‘just brilliant’. There were so many wonderful sights to see, from 
the Black Sand Beach, notable because there is no land between it and the South Pole, to 
the many beautiful waterfalls that Iceland has to offer. A visit to the Sulphur pits, which 
were constantly bubbling and spewing out sulphur, was followed by a trip to the famous 
Blue Lagoon. This lagoon was originally the excess from a geothermal power plant but due 
to its wonderful skin benefits has become one of the most popular spas in the world.

 On the final day the group embarked on the Golden Circle tour. This included 
Thingvellir National Park, where two tectonic plates are moving apart. Pupils were able 
to stand in both America and Europe at the same time! They also witnessed the eruption 
of a geyser where a column of boiling water is shot into the air every 10 minutes. 
Finally there was a visit to the spectacular Gullfoss Waterfall, one of the only two-stage 
waterfalls in Iceland.

Certainly a trip unlike any other!

CLASSICS STUDENTS TRAVEL TO ATHENS AND THE PELOPONNESE

and the entrance to the complex, the Propylaea. They 
stopped on the way to see the Theatre of Dionysus and 
the Odeion of Herodes Atticus on the hillside. This 
also included the Agora (market place) and the well-
preserved Temple of Hephaestus. 

There followed visits to the National Archaeological 
Museum to view some of the most well-known Greek 

GEOGRAPHERS EXPLORE ICELAND

artefacts, and then the group continued on to ancient 
Corinth. Pupils ran races against each other on the same 
track as the ancient Olympic athletes at the famous site 
of Olympia. Other visits included Epidavros, an ancient 
site of healing, which also includes one of the best 
preserved Greek theatres in the world, and the site of 
citadel of Mycenae, which flourished around 1350BC. 

The trip was an excellent opportunity for pupils 
studying GCSE and Classical Civilisation to see ‘in 
the flesh’ the objects they are studying, as well as 
being a fascinating tour of one of the most important 
civilisations to have ever existed. 



There were lots of fantastic speeches by our Year 12 
students in the first heat of The Great Debate on the 
topic: ‘Should we judge historical figures by the morals 
of today?’ Following many hours researching their 
chosen figures, Viola Alishah, speaking on Sappho, 
was chosen to represent Aldenham at the regional heats 
in Buckingham. If successful, she will then qualify 
for the national finals. This public speaking event is 
organised by the Historical Association.

Year 7 pupils performed a re-enactment of the Battle of 
Hastings, as part of their studies about the contenders 
for the throne in 1066. Split into Saxons and Normans 
and wearing their own costumes, the pupils went 
through the battle stage by stage. This certainly helped 
to consolidate what they had learned over the previous 
three weeks when it came to writing their essays on 
‘Why William won the Battle of Hastings’.

Our team of Krish Menon, Lorenza Bertacchi and 
Eleanor McNeill performed extremely well against 
five other school teams taking part in the second 
heat of the English Speaking Union Public Speaking 
Competition. This is the fourth time that the School has 
won through to the this stage of the competition which 
encourages the development of the highly important 
skill of speaking confidently in public

THE GREAT DEBATE

REVISION WITH A TWIST

ESU PUBLIC  
SPEAKING SUCCESS

Year 11 students had a new take on revision, completing an escape room 
on their Literature text An Inspector Calls as they used their knowledge 
of the text, quotations and analysis to work out clues. Thankfully they all 
made it out in the end!



Congratulations are the order of the day for Aldenham 
students who have received outstanding results in their 
EPQ exams: 100% A*-B; 80% A*-A; 50% A*. 

The Extended Project Qualification is worth half an 
A Level and is highly valued by universities because it 
encourages the development of independent learning 
and research skills. These grades have resulted in some 
students having their conditional offers from their 
university choices lowered including one girl who 
now needs only BBB in her A Levels to attend the 
University of Leeds, rather than AAB.

Our students chose a diverse and fascinating range 
of topics opting to produce these in a variety of ways, 

ranging from creating a cricket bat, investigating the 
causes of the decline in the number of serial killers, 
designing and making a coat for a fashion designer, 
assessing narco-politics, and the composition of 
‘Aldenham the Musical’. 

The exam board’s moderator upheld and agreed 
with all of the marks sent by the School and noted 
that “this was an outstanding cohort and most of the 
submitted sample was of exceptional quality.” This is 
the fourth year Aldenham students have been entered 
for the EPQ and each year has seen an improvement 
in the grades.All the senior Houses participated in the House 

Business Challenge with the theme being a children’s 
book on a relevant contemporary issue. A team of four 
from each House consisting of Year 9s to Year 11s had 
to create a portfolio covering ideas, rationale, finance 
and marketing along with a presentation. At the end of 
the presentation, the judges asked questions to validate 
their ideas. After deliberation by the judges, the wining 
House was McGill’s, with a solid presentation, sound 
business idea and excellent portfolio

OUTSTANDING EPQ RESULTSBUSINESS CHALLENGE



The electric guitar solo of Toby Freeman 
in McGill’s was “really virtuosic” as he 
delivered an effortless performance using 
his own backups to win this category. 

All the Unison performances were powerful making it a difficult decision, but Riding’s emerged the winners for 
the brave solo and beautiful contrast they displayed in their Lion King Medley. And finally, the Conductor’s Cup 
went to Theo Theodorou in McGill’s for beautiful gestures and excellent connection with the singers.

Musicians from Martineau’s put on an early evening concert in the Recital 
Room. Many of the pupils were performing in front of an audience for the 
first time. Particularly notable were the many and varied performances by 
our young pianists and the debut of a Martineau’s rock band, whose set 
included one of their own compositions. 

There was the usual buzz of excitement and 
anticipation in the run up to the annual House Music 
Competition as lots of rehearsals were in full swing 
everywhere. Who would win the Unison Cup this 
time? Might it be our turn to shine in the Part Song? 
This is the one competition that unites everyone 
in each House as every single student from Year 7 
upwards gets the chance to appear on stage at some 
point during the event. The adjudicator, Ms Joy Hill, 
expressed her delight in returning to Aldenham for 
a second time. Joy, whose many musical accolades 

HOUSE MUSIC
MUSICAL NOTES

include conductor at the Royal College of Music Junior 
Department, praised the supportive atmosphere and 
respect paid to all the performers at Aldenham before 
giving constructive feedback on each of the pieces.

Best Ensemble went to McGill’s for their slick and 
powerful performance of Rasputin, which was totally 
engaging and showed good communication with the 
musicians. The Part Song winners were Kennedy’s 
House for their good grouping of ensemble and balance 
of voices featuring the solos in Dance with me Tonight. 



NEW KITCHENS AND SERVERY OFFICIALLY OPENED

Following the refurbishment of the Senior School 
kitchens, we were delighted to welcome our Chair 
of Governors Mr Trevor Barton, and new School 
Governor Mrs Sarah Altman to perform the official 
opening. Joining them were Mr James Fowler 
(Headmaster), Mr Wayne Wishart (Executive Head 
Chef, Holroyd Howe) and Mr Nick Howe (Joint 
Managing Director, Holroyd Howe).

When they had finished inspecting the smart new 
facilities they were ready for a tasty lunch in the 
Dining Hall. Wayne and his team prepare over 1,000 
lunches every school day, plus breakfast and dinner 
for staff and boarders seven days a week during term 
time. It’s fair to say that it’s certainly a busy kitchen, 
but after more than 19 years working at Aldenham 
Wayne is certainly fit for the challenge.

Aldenham School was proud to receive a special award 
presented by Lady Morris, Vice President of Phab, 
at a ceremony in the House of Lords to acknowledge 
the outstanding contribution to the development and 
promotion of Phab’s aim of inclusion through schools, 
colleges and universities. Lord Morris dedicated his 
life to campaigning for the rights of disabled people, 
transforming not only the lives of millions of disabled 
people but the attitudes of society towards those with 
disabilities. A Phab connection with Aldenham started 
when Mr Lee Flindall, Head of Business Studies, was a 
most successful fundraiser in the 2013 Marathon. 

Aldenham hosted its first Phab Weekend in April 
2017 - a resounding success which is now an annual 
event in the School calendar. 

PHAB AWARD FOR ALDENHAM

Some of the Aldenham volunteers with the special Phab Award.

MACMILLAN  
COFFEE MORNING
Money raised at the latest Macmillan Coffee Morning brings 
our total in recent years to around £8,000 for this amazing 
charity that is close to many of our hearts. Thank you to 
everyone who supported us.



So far the football season has been a great success. 
The 1st X1 reached the ISFA quarter final before being 
beaten by a very strong Brook House College side. The 
main bulk of their games are in the Elgin League where 
they secured second spot in the table to progress to a 
semi-final against City of London in early March. The 
2nd X1 follow the same set of league fixtures and went 
unbeaten to top their league and then beat a talented 
Brentwood side to progress to the final which will be at 
Bromley FC in March. 

The U14A side showed promise for the future 
and only lost 5 of their 15 matches. Harry Phantis 
captained the team well and was rewarded with a place 
in the U14 ISFA national squad. 

The U12A side showed great promise for the 
future with some attractive football. They had some 
silverware to show for it by winning the Watford 
District Futsal championships and then finishing 
second at the County Finals. 

The U15As had 17 wins from 20 matches but lost 
on penalties to Royal Russell in the ISFA quarter 
final who scored a last kick of the ball equaliser. The 
boys are still waiting to see if they have progressed in 
the Elgin League despite winning 7 of their 8 league 
matches including a 7-2 defeat of Whitgift. There was 
also heartache in the Herts County Cup as they lost 3-2 
to Queens’ despite dominating the game. The U15Bs 
also had a great season, winning 9 of their 11 fixtures. 

Our students continue to do well on a personal 
level too, with Charlie Patino (England U17s) and 
Pedro Neves Virginia (Portugal U16s) representing 
their countries whilst Tom Barrett, Max Delyfer, 
Romey Eccles-Meoded and Lewis Lavin represented 
the ISFA National U16 side. At U13 level Jacks 
Swales, Joeseph Sadler, Taylor Johnson and Sammy 
Gershon have been picked to represent the Herts & 
Essex ISFA Squad at the Easter Festival. 

The U13A side are the dominant team in the School at present, having won 
all 21 of their games so far. They have progressed to the ISFA National Final 

on March 19th at Burton Albion FC, the Herts County Final and the quarter 
final of the ESFA Elite Schools Cup. The have scored well over 100 goals in 

the process and hope to win the treble by the end of the school year. 

FOOTBALL

SPORT

SKY SPORTS AT ALDENHAM

The Aldenham 1st XI football pre-season training 
session welcomed Richard Lee, ex Watford 
goalkeeper, who gave a masterclass on modern 
goalkeeping techniques. This was broadcast on 
Sky Sports News. During the session Richard also 
worked with Harry Hauserman, looking at aspects 
of distribution and how to retain possession from the 
back. He also showed Theo Vickeridge and Callum 
Lacey new shot stopping techniques.



The U15As had 17 wins from 20 matches but lost 
on penalties to Royal Russell in the ISFA quarter 
final who scored a last kick of the ball equaliser. The 
boys are still waiting to see if they have progressed in 
the Elgin League despite winning 7 of their 8 league 
matches including a 7-2 defeat of Whitgift. There was 
also heartache in the Herts County Cup as they lost 3-2 
to Queens’ despite dominating the game. The U15Bs 
also had a great season, winning 9 of their 11 fixtures. 

Our students continue to do well on a personal 
level too, with Charlie Patino (England U17s) and 
Pedro Neves Virginia (Portugal U16s) representing 
their countries whilst Tom Barrett, Max Delyfer, 
Romey Eccles-Meoded and Lewis Lavin represented 
the ISFA National U16 side. At U13 level Jacks 
Swales, Joeseph Sadler, Taylor Johnson and Sammy 
Gershon have been picked to represent the Herts & 
Essex ISFA Squad at the Easter Festival. 

Since September, our students have been showcasing 
their skills in Netball with the introduction of an elite 
training programme for the U13 and U15 teams out 
of season. Designed to support our rising athletes and 
in turn prepare them for their entry into the Schools 
Netball County League, elite training saw 30 dedicated 
athletes train each week to improve their core skills 
and technical knowledge of the game This paid off as 
they reached the quarter-finals of the competition.

Earlier in the year, a 1st VII and U16 squad 
travelled to Stanborough School to take part in the 
first round of the Schools National Cup, a whole new 
level of the game. The teams they faced were agile, 
physically strong and technically accurate. Both the 
1st VII and U16 squad fought hard throughout the 
tournament but did not progress to the next round, 
although the experience proved invaluable.

Keen fencer Oliver Strange is now the U17 Great 
Britain No.1 champion. Competing against 285 
world-wide fencers in the Men’s Cadet Foil at 
the Budapest Cup, Oliver won all his poule fights 
advancing through the direct elimination phase of the 
competition until he was finally knocked out by the 
gold medal winner from Hungary.

 Oliver is selected to represent GB at the European 
Cadet Championships in Porec, Croatia in March 
where he will compete for the individual and team 
titles. He will then go to Salt Lake City to participate in 
the Cadet Men’s Foil World Championships in April.

 Good luck Oliver!

Senior Squads (1st VII, 2nd VII and U15)

NETBALL

GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONS

SWIMMING

HOCKEYFENCING ACE

Congratulations to Jaspar Hussain and 
his partner who have been crowned 
East regional gymnastics champions 
for the second year running. Last year 
it was at grade 4 and this year is in the 
Youth category. Their coaches’ aim is 
for them to move up a grade by the next 
competition. Brilliant work boys!

In the girls U14 County Championship the Aldenham team beat the Royal 
Masonic 2-0 and Hockerill 3-0, with goals from Simi Agbede, Florence 
Hamel, Mia Werter, Isabella Yeabsley and Edie Blayne. They then 
secured a 0-0 against Bishop’s Stortford. Despite fantastic performances 
from Tohan Osazee in goal, there were narrow losses to Queenswood and 
Haileybury, making them 3rd overall.

Four Aldenham students took part in 
the Swim England Hertfordshire County 
Championships in January. Isabella 
Yeabsley (U14) won the U15 County 
Championship at 100m backstroke and 
100m Individual Medley as well as six other 
Championship medals and a number of age 
group medals. Isabella was also awarded 
half colours by Swim England Hertfordshire. 
Lexi Yeabsley (U12) won the best U12 
Swimmer in Hertfordshire including Gold 
medals for 50m, 100m, 200m Breaststroke 
and 400m Individual Medley. In total 
she won seventeen county medals, an 
incredible achievement. Hannah Cushion 
(U13) also won a County Medal as did Maxwell George (Mens Open). 

It is great that we have four swimmers medalling at this county 
event. Depending on selection, Aldenham School are hoping that all four 
swimmers will be chosen to represent Hatfield Swimming Club at The 
51st Arena League A Team Final in March where the top ten clubs in 
the country will be competing against each other. Dillon Chana will be 
competing in the Middlesex County Swimming Finals during February so 
we are sure to hear of plenty of success for Dillon in the near future.
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